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 Fort Hamer Bridge 
 Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) 
 Manatee County, Florida 

 Water Access and Water Use Survey 

1. Do you currently own a boat? 

2. If so, is your boat located on your property? 

3. Does your property currently have a dock? 

4. What type of boat (sailboat, powerboat, skiff, etc.)? 

5. What is the minimum vertical clearance (air draft) needed for your boat to safely pass under 
a bridge or structure? 

6. If you own a sailboat, boat with a tower, or boat with an antenna array, can it be lowered in 
any way? 

Please take a moment and complete the survey below and return postmarked by May 20, 2011 to: 

Martin A. Peate, AICP 
URS Corporation 

7650 West Courtney Campbell Causeway 
Tampa, Florida 33607
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Parcel Ownership along Manatee River 
(Survey Recipients) 
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Legend

Manatee County/ Public

No Ownership Info

Private Ownership

Source: Manate Property Appraiser, April 2011
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2011 Boat Survey Responses 
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APPENDIX A-3 
Scoping Meeting Materials 
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Coordination 

A-146



A-147



A-148



A-149



May 26, 2010 

Mr. Terry Cartwright 
URS Corporation 
7650 W. Courtney Campbell Causeway 
Tampa, Florida 33607-1462 

Dear Mr. Cartwright: 

This letter is in response to your request for listed species occurrence 
records and critical habitats for your project (URS No. 12009385) located 
in Manatee County, Florida.  Records from The Florida Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation Commission�s database indicate that listed species 
occurrence data are located within or adjacent to the project area. 
Enclosed are 8.5 x 11 maps showing listed species locations, SHCA�s for 
the short-tailed kite and Cooper�s hawk, prioritized SHCA�s, species 
richness, priority wetlands for listed species, and land cover for the project 
area. 

This letter and attachments should not be considered as a review or an 
assessment of the impact upon threatened or endangered species of the 
project site. It provides FWC�s most current data regarding the location of 
listed species and their associated habitats. 

Our SHCA recommendations are intended to be used as a guide. Land 
development and ownership in Florida is ever-changing and priority areas 
identified as SHCA might already have been significantly altered due to 
development or acquired into public ownership. Onsite surveys, literature 
reviews, and coordination with FWC biologists remain essential steps in 
documenting the presence or absence of rare and imperiled species and 
habitats within the project area. 

Our fish and wildlife location data represents only those occurrences 
recorded by FWC staff and other affiliated researchers.  It is important to 
understand that our database does not necessarily contain records of all 
listed species that may occur in a given area.  Also, data on certain 
species, such as gopher tortoises, are not entered into our database on a 
site-specific basis. Therefore, one should not assume that an 
absence of occurrences in our database indicates that species of 
significance do not occur in the area. 
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The Florida Natural Areas Inventory (FNAI) maintains a separate 
database of listed plant and wildlife species, please contact FNAI directly 
for specific information on the location of element occurrences within the 
project area. Because FNAI is funded to provide information to public 
agencies only, you may be required to pay a fee for this information.  
County-wide listed species information can be located at their website 
(http://www.fnai.org). 

Please credit the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission in 
any publication or presentation of these data.  If you have any questions 
or further requests, please contact me at (850) 488-0588 or 
gisrequests@myfwc.com. 

Sincerely,

 Jan Stearns 
Staff Assistant 

js 
2010_5524 
Enclosures 
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Species Occurrence 

URS Project No.: 12009385 

Manatee River 

Braden River 

Palm Lake 

UPPER MANATEE RIV.RD 

OLD TAMPS HIGHWAY 

 Eagles Nests 

 Florida Natural Inventory Areas 

County Boundary 

Project Site 
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0 1 2 3
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Strategic Habitat Conservation Areas 

URS Project No.: 12009385 
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Prioritized SHCA's 

URS Project No.: 12009385 

Manatee River 

Braden River 

Palm Lake 

UPPER MANATEE RIV.RD 

OLD TAMPS HIGHWAY 

County Boundary 

Priority 1 

Prioritized SHCA's 

Project Site 

Priority 2 

Priority 3 

Priority 4 

Priority 5 

Miles 
0 1 2 3

The prioritized SHCA map identifies 5 classes of SHCA 
based upon Heritage ranking criteria developed by The 
Nature Conservancy, the Natural  Heritage Program 
Network, and the Florida Natural Areas Inventory.  There 
are 2 possible ranks used to prioritize a species’ SHCA: 
1) the global rank based on a species worldwide status, 
and 2) the state rank based upon the species status in 
Florida. The state and global ranks are based upon many 
factors such as known occurrence locations, estimated 
abundance, range, amount of habitat currently protected, 
perceived levels of threats towards the species, and 
ecological fragility. 2010_5524 
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Species Richness 

URS Project No.: 12009385 

Manatee River 

Braden River 

Palm Lake 

UPPER MANATEE RIV.RD 

OLD TAMPS HIGHWAY 

County Boundary Species Richness 
1 - 3 Project Site 
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4 - 6 

7 - 9 

10 - 13 

2010_5524 

A-155



Priority Wetlands 

URS Project No.: 12009385 

Manatee River 

Braden River 

Palm Lake 

UPPER MANATEE RIV.RD 

OLD TAMPS HIGHWAY 

Miles Priority Wetlands County Boundary 
0 1 2 3

Project Site 1-3 species, upland habitat 

1-3 species, wetland habitat 

4-6 species, upland habitat 

4-6 species, wetland habitat 

7-9 species, wetland habitat 
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Florida Land Cover - 2003 
URS Project No.:12009385 

Coastal Strand 
Sand/Beach 
Xeric Oak Scrub 
Sand Pine Scrub 
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Hardwood Hammocks and Forest 
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Tropical Hardwood Hammock 
Freshwater Marsh and Wet Prairie 
Sawgrass Marsh 
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Shrub Swamp 
Bay Swamp 
Cypress Swamp 
Cypress/Pine/Cabbage Palm 
Mixed Wetland Forest 
Hardwood Swamp 
Hydric Hammock 
Bottomland Hardwood Forest 
Salt Marsh 
Mangrove Swamp 
Scrub Mangrove 

Tidal Flat 
Open Water 
Shrub and Brushland 
Grassland 
Bare Soil/Clearcut 
Improved Pasture 
Unimproved Pasture 

Citrus 
Other Agriculture 

Exotic Plants 
High and Low Impact Urban 
Extractive 

Project Site Major Roads County Boundary 

2010 _5524 

UPPER MANATEE RIV.RD 

OLD TAMPS HIGHWAY 
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From: Richards, Anne 

To: Terry_Cartwright@urscorp.com

Subject: Fort Hammer Bridge information request 
Date: 09/24/2010 02:06 PM 

Hi Terry, 

We received your request regarding information about manatee use of the 
Manatee River. Below are links to FWRI’s website where data and other 
information pertaining to manatees is available: 

http://research.myfwc.com/features/default.asp?id=1001

http://research.myfwc.com/manatees/

Please contact us if you have additional questions. 

Anne
Anne Richards 
Environmental Specialist 
Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission 
Imperiled Species Management Section 
620 South Meridian St. 6A 
Tallahassee, FL 32399 
Phone: 850-528-1309 
Fax: 850-922-4338 
anne.richards@myfwc.com
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From: Richards, Anne 

To: Terry_Cartwright@URSCorp.com

Subject: RE: Fort Hammer Bridge information request 
Date: 09/24/2010 03:40 PM 
Attachments: Westcoast Telemetry Request form.pdf 

We get that kind of information from a number of sources, such as observations logged during 
aerial surveys, telemetry data that tracks the movements of parts of the population and 
mortality data. Telemetry data is available by request and I’ve attached a form for that. 
Mortality data is available at the links I supplied. I will forward the most recent are aerial 
survey data for area in another email. 

From: Terry_Cartwright@URSCorp.com [mailto:Terry_Cartwright@URSCorp.com] 
Sent: Friday, September 24, 2010 2:39 PM 
To: Richards, Anne 
Subject: Re: Fort Hammer Bridge information request 

Good afternoon Anne -

Thanks for FWRI links. I added them to my favorites for future use. Do you have any other specific data 
regarding the Manatee River being used as a manatee nursery? The FWC comments from 1999 indicated that the 
Manatee River may be a birthing area. We are trying to get all of the available information FWC may have on 
this issue so we don't miss anything in our review. 

Thanks.

Terry Cartwright 
Environmental Scientist 
URS Corporation 
7650 W. Courtney Campbell Causeway 
Tampa, FL 33607-1462 
Phone: (813) 286-1711, ext. 6631 
Direct: 813-675-6631 
Fax:(813) 286-6587 

This e-mail and any attachments contain URS Corporation confidential information that may be proprietary or privileged. If you receive this message 
in error or are not the intended recipient, you should not retain, distribute, disclose or use any of this information and you should destroy the e-mail and 
any attachments or copies. 

"Richards, Anne" <anne.richards@MyFWC.com> 

"Richards, Anne" To"Terry_Cartwright@urscorp.com"
<anne. <Terry_Cartwright@urscorp.com>
richards@MyFWC. cc
com> SubjectFort Hammer Bridge information request 

09/24/2010 02:05 PM 
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Hi Terry, 

We received your request regarding information about manatee use of the Manatee River. 
Below are links to FWRI’s website where data and other information pertaining to manatees 
is available: 

http://research.myfwc.com/features/default.asp?id=1001

http://research.myfwc.com/manatees/

Please contact us if you have additional questions. 

Anne
Anne Richards 
Environmental Specialist 
Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission 
Imperiled Species Management Section 
620 South Meridian St. 6A 
Tallahassee, FL 32399 
Phone: 850-528-1309 
Fax: 850-922-4338 
anne.richards@myfwc.com
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From: Richards, Anne 

To: Terry_Cartwright@URSCorp.com

Subject: FW: Manatee County aerial survey data 1985-86 
Date: 09/24/2010 03:54 PM 
Attachments: Manatee_1985_1986_FWC_40Flights.dbf

Manatee_1985_1986_FWC_40Flights.prj
Manatee_1985_1986_FWC_40Flights.sbn
Manatee_1985_1986_FWC_40Flights.sbx
Manatee_1985_1986_FWC_40Flights.shp
Manatee_1985_1986_FWC_40Flights.shx
Manatee_Path_1985_1986_FWC.dbf
Manatee_Path_1985_1986_FWC.prj
Manatee_Path_1985_1986_FWC.sbn
Manatee_Path_1985_1986_FWC.sbx
Manatee_Path_1985_1986_FWC.shp
Manatee_Path_1985_1986_FWC.shx
WR_MMR_Manatee_DistributionSurvey_NManatee.htm

Terry,

This is earlier GIS data for Manatee County aerial surveys. The shapefile is 
attached, along with the flight path. This survey was from May 1985-Dec 
1986 and had 40 flights. Metadata for this data set is also attached as: 
WR_MMR_Manatee_DistributionSurvey_NManatee.htm

Anne

Anne Richards 
Environmental Specialist 
Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission 
Imperiled Species Management Section 
620 South Meridian St. 6A 
Tallahassee, FL 32399 
Phone: 850-528-1309 
Fax: 850-922-4338 
anne.richards@myfwc.com
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From: Richards, Anne 

To: Terry_Cartwright@URSCorp.com

Subject: FW: Manatee County Aerial Survey Data 2005-2008 
Date: 09/24/2010 03:44 PM 
Attachments: manatee_county_flightpath.sbx

manatee_county_flightpath.shp
manatee_county_flightpath.shx
manatee_county_flightpath.dbf
manatee_county_flightpath.prj
manatee_county_flightpath.sbn
Manatee_July2005_Sept2008_Mote_62Flights.sbn
Manatee_July2005_Sept2008_Mote_62Flights.sbx
Manatee_July2005_Sept2008_Mote_62Flights.shp
Manatee_July2005_Sept2008_Mote_62Flights.shx
Manatee_July2005_Sept2008_Mote_62Flights.dbf
Manatee_July2005_Sept2008_Mote_62Flights.prj
ManateeAerialSurvey_Mote_Manatee2005to2008_Metadata.pdf

Terry,

The Manatee County aerial survey data attached is in GIS format. A 
shapefile is attached, along with the flight path. This survey was conducted 
from July 2005-Sept 2008 and had 62 flights. Metadata for this data set is 
also attached. 

Anne

Anne Richards 
Environmental Specialist 
Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission 
Imperiled Species Management Section 
620 South Meridian St. 6A 
Tallahassee, FL 32399 
Phone: 850-528-1309 
Fax: 850-922-4338 
anne.richards@myfwc.com

A-194


