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MANATEE COUNTY GOVERNMENT 
INTENT TO AWARD 

ITQ NO./TITLE 

26-TA006476TC /
Robinson Preserve
Expansion (RPE) Native
Vegetation Planting

DATE 
POSTED 

MC ____________ DS _________ 

PROCUREMENT 
REPRESENTATIVE 

Thomas Couchois Jr, 
Procurement Agent II 

PROJECTED 
AWARD 

DATE 
July 20, 2026 

DEPARTMENT/DIVISION Natural Resources 
AUTHORIZED 

BY 
DATE Purchasing Official 

NOTICE OF INTENT TO AWARD 

The Manatee County Procurement Division provides notice of its intent to award a contract with Ground Level, Inc. 
for the provision of Robinson Preserve Expansion (RPE) Native Vegetation Planting. 

ENABLING/REGULATING AUTHORITY 

Manatee County Procurement Ordinance, Sec. 2-26. 

BACKGROUND/DISCUSSION 

The Robinson Preserve Expansion (RPE) is located within a 150-acre parcel in Manatee County. The RPE comprises 
57.6 acres of coastal upland habitat and 60.6 acres of wetland, open water sub-tidal, and open freshwater 
habitats, for a total of 118.2 acres of restored productive habitat. The RPE is in an early successional phase of 
restoration, and current management efforts are focused on establishing native vegetation. The primary focus of 
land management of the coastal habitats is to enhance existing native vegetation following exotic species 
treatment. 

The solicitation was advertised on June 4, 2026 on the Manatee County website and DemandStar. It was also 
provided to the Manatee County Chamber of Commerce, the Manasota Black Chamber of Commerce, Gulf Coast 
Builders Exchange and Gulf Coast Latin Chamber of Commerce for release to its members. Responses were 
received from the following firms:  
1. Crosscreek Environmental, Inc. - Palmetto, FL 4. Ground Level, Inc. - Bowling Green, FL
2. EarthBalance Corporation - North Port, FL 5. Sandhill Environmental Services, LLC - Arcadia, FL
3. EcoTech Environmental, LLC - Bowling Green, FL

EVALUATION RESULTS SUMMARY: 

Ground Level, Inc. submitted the lowest responsive and responsible bid.  A bid tabulation of the results is 
attached to this Notice of Intent to Award. 

The Natural Resources Department and Procurement Division recommend award to Ground Level, Inc. 
ATTACHMENTS 

(List in order of attached) 
Quote Tabulation COST $44,886.48 



Robinson Preserve Expansion (RPE) Native Vegetation Planting

BID 
ITEM DESCRIPTION ESTIMATED

QUANTITY UNIT
Crosscreek 

Environmental, 
Inc.

EarthBalance 
Corporation

EcoTech 
Environmental, 

LLC
Ground Level, Inc.

Sandhill 
Environmental 
Services, LLC

1 Plant Material - Ardisia 
escallonioides , 3G 100 EA $3,750.00 $1,200.00 $1,650.00 $1,365.00 $1,796.00

2
Plant Material - 
Chrysobalanus icaco , 4" 
LN

504 EA $4,095.00 $3,528.00 $3,880.80 $3,593.52 $2,595.00

3 Plant Material - Hamelia 
patens , 1G 200 EA $1,625.00 $1,650.00 $1,350.00 $1,426.00 $1,030.00

4 Plant Material - 
Helianthus debilis , 1G 600 EA $4,875.00 $3,600.00 $2,910.00 $4,278.00 $3,090.00

5 Plant Material - Ipomoea 
pes-caprae , 4" LN 1008 EA $5,670.00 $1,814.40 $3,880.80 $7,187.04 $2,520.00

6 Plant Material - Monarda 
punctata , 1G 200 EA $1,625.00 $1,350.00 $1,710.00 $1,426.00 $1,360.00

7 Plant Material - Spartina 
bakerii , 4" LN 504 EA $2,205.00 $982.80 $2,268.00 $796.32 $1,260.00

8 Plant Material - Avicennia 
germinans , 1G 50 EA $1,000.00 $512.50 $615.00 $356.50 $554.00
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9 Plant Material - Spartina 
alterniflora , 2" LN 4680 EA $7,020.00 $8,424.00 $12,168.00 $7,394.40 $8,190.00

10 Plant Material - Juncus 
roemerianus , 2" LN 3600 EA $27,000.00 $6,480.00 $10,620.00 $5,688.00 $8,388.00

11
Plant Material - 
Andropogon glomeratus , 
4" LN

1008 EA $5,670.00 $2,016.00 $2,973.60 $1,592.64 $2,520.00

12 Plant Material - Eragrostis 
elliottii , 1G 1008 EA $8,190.00 $6,048.00 $4,334.40 $3,185.28 $5,191.20

13
Plant Material - 
Muhlenbergia capillaris , 
1G

1008 EA $8,190.00 $5,947.20 $3,981.60 $3,185.28 $5,191.20

14 Plant Material - Serenoa 
repens , 3G 250 EA $12,500.00 $6,375.00 $4,812.50 $3,412.50 $5,822.50

$93,415.00 $49,927.90 $57,154.70 $44,886.48 $49,507.90Total (Items #1 through 14)

*Price per line item is fully burdended pricing*
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