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USGA GREEN SECTION
TURF ADViSORY SERVICE REPORT

MANATEE GOLF CL B
Bradenton, Florida

United States Golf Assodation
Green Section, Hotida ReØon

John H. Foy, Diredor
P.0.8w 1087
Hobe Sound, FL 33475-1087
(772) 546-2620, FAX (772) 546-4653
E-mail: jfoy~usga.org

Todd L~, Agronomist
127 Naoni Place
Rotonda West FL 33947
(941) 828-2625, FAX (941) 828-2629
E-Mail: tIowe(~usqa.org

Present on the stop-by visit conducted February 17th, 2011:

Mr. Buddy Keene, Certified Golf Course Superintendent
Mr. Todd Lowe, USGA Senior ~gronomist

Statement oil Purpose: The purpose of the USGA Green Sedion is to assist subscribing
~usses in matters of agmnomic management AN recomendations are offered free of bias,
since the USGA has no oo~,nedioia or obligations to~ manufacturer, supplier, or confractor.
MdItionaNy, since ‘quidc fixes” seldom resuft in pamanent hnprovement some of the
reco11~1wIations hi this report may not be easy to hnplement and could take more than a
single season to produce the desired resiSts.
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OPENING STATEMENTS

The USGA Green Section was created to provide non-biased recommendations for
improving golf course conditioning based upon sdentitlc fad. The Turfgrass Advisory
Service (TAS) was initiated in 1953, and for over 50 years we have disseminated
researdi findings and provided direct consultation to golf course superintendents and
green committees. Our goal is to provide the best possible playing conditions for any
particular dub based on available budget and member expectations and to recommend
necessary cultural practices to make this happen.

Itwasapleasure stopping in and visiting with Mr. Buddy Keene asa courtesy, on behalf
of the USGA Green Section. The putting greens have become stressed over the past
several weeks and several greens have experienced turf thinning. The following report
lists the observations and recommendations that were made during the visit and serve
merely as a supplement to the edsting agronomic programs in place at Manatee Golf
Club.

GREENS

The putting greens at Manatee Golf Club consist of Trfdwarf bemiudagrass atop a
variable sandy rootzone mix. The mix is variable, as the underlying subsoil is quite
sandy and porous; but most of the troublesome areas have been sodded in the past
and contain various layers of soil and organic matter.

FIgure 1. Several putting greens contained thin, weak areas at this time.
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Tifdwarf bemiudagrass is an outdated bermudagrass variety that performed well in our
region since 1965, when standards for putting greens were mudi lower than they are
today. Uttradwarf bemiudagrasses like TifEagle, Champion. and Mhd-Vejde were
developed over a decade ago and have provided excellent playing conditions and
higher overall standards in our region. It is important to note that most & the local
compefitor’ dubs have these approved varieties. Maintaining the same standards on

Tffdwarf bermudagrass as ultradwarf berniudagrass greens causes greater stress and
increases the likelihood of turf thinning. If higher standards (faster putting speeds) are
desired on a regular basis, I recommend considenng long-range regrassing wdh an
ultradwarf bemiudagrass.

Mother stress factor that occurs on the putting greens is plant-parasitic nematodes.
Puffing greens were sampled and many of the thin areas contain high nematode counts
that weaken bermudagrass roots during stressful periods. The chemical Curfew (1 .3-D’~
is currently the on!y effecThm nematic~de for Florida got? courses, and I recommend
Curfew be applied to the putting greens each summer Curfew cannot eradicate
nematodes but temporarily reduces nematode populations and improves bermudagrass
rooting. Other important cultural practices indude raising mowing heights during times
of stress and increasing fertilization and irrigation frequency as roots become
weakened.

Soil layering from previous sodding practices is also a
significant stress factor, as the soil acts as a visible baffler
impeding water flow to the motzone and root peiiefltion.
During wet times, these areas remain saturated and hinder
root growth, and during dry times, these areas dry out more
quickly due to the weakened root system. Increased core
aeration is recommended to disrupt soil layenng and provide
channels for deeper root penetration. Several years ago an
excellent core aeration program was implemented with three
hollow-tine aerations and two winter “ventings~ With solid

~. o~1W~t~’iI ye~e: ra~oh~u~rnave
been reduced to twice yearly with small diameter hollow fines.
Organic mailer accumulation is a continual struggle on golf
courses in our region, and I recommend implementing the
previous program of three summer aerations with 518-inch
hollow tines and two winter ventings each year.

The thin areas will continue to heal now that increased soil temperatures are occurring,
but would benefit from dark substances like dyed topdressing sand and dark pigments
like PAR or Foursome (see Uquid Overseed). Some areas might require plugging with
grass from a nursery green and a good rule of thumb is to use plugs when greater than
50% of an area larger than one square foot is bare.
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OThER

It was mentioned that there are only six staff members maintaining nearly 100 aces &
turf at Manatee Golf Club and I am surprised and quite pleased to see the level of detail
that currently e,dsts with such a small staff. This point is especially significant with Mr.
Keene overseeing two golf courses.

CLOSING STATEMENTS

On behalf of the USGA Green Section, it was a pleasure visiting Manatee Golf Club.
The USGA Green Section also uses webcasting extensively to share a wide variety of
information including turfarass management, regional updates: turfgrass research, and
nnii ma Irtn mnnttn ,rtinn tnnir~ Thaco ~a,nhr,ctc ~rn nm~ñdnd fmn of chare to
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recorded meeting~ re available at o~ portal— https:llqsportal.usga.org.

Since 1921, the USGA Green Section has published information n~ The proper
maintenance and upkeep of golf courses. Published under various titles, the Green
Section Record magazine, which many consider the authoritative voice on golf course
management, debuted in May 1963. In July 2010, the print publication changed to a
weekly digital magazine offering the latest information on golf course management
turfgrass culture, environmental issues. research. and economic sustainabilitv.
Subscription is free and anyone can sign uo for The Record by going to
httD:IM,ww.usga.orqlcourse carelgreen sechon recordlGreen-Section-Record/ and
dick the Sign Up Here tab.

The USGA strives to provide golf courses with the most conc4se, up-to-date infomiation
to improve the game of golf and the surrounding environment. Your dub’s membership
in the USGA and support of the Green Section makes this research effort possible. I
hope you find the information in this report and the accompanying literature useful to
improving golf course piaytnq conditions. Please do not hesitate to call ff I can be of any
aSsfanrR in th~ fi di

Sincerely,

Todd Lowe
Senior Agronomist, Florida Region
USGA Green Section


