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NOTICE OF INTENT TO NEGOTIATE

The Manatee County Procurement Division provides notice of its intent to negotiate a contract with McKim & Creed,
Inc. for the provision of Utility Locate Services.

ENABLING/REGULATING AUTHORITY

Manatee County Procurement Ordinance, Sec 2-26.

BACKGROUND/EVALUATION

The County requested proposals from qualified Proposers for the provision of Professional Utility Locating services for
the Utilities Department.

As part of our member obligations, Manatee County is responsible for responding to utility marking requests entered
into the Sunshine State One Call of Florida (SSOCOF) system.

Sunshine State One Call of Florida (SSOCOF) is a not-for-profit corporation formed by the Florida Legislature with the
1993 adoption of the Underground Facility Damage Prevention and Safety Act. Chapter 556, Florida Statutes. Its main
purpose is to help prevent damages to underground facilities by administering a statewide notification system that
notifies its members where excavation or demolition is scheduled. Member operators are persons or companies who
furnish or transport materials (gas, water, sewage) or services (electricity, telephone, cable television, Internet access)
using an underground facility. Membership in SSOCOF is mandatory for any entity that owns or operates underground
facilities in Florida.

The primary purpose of this solicitation is for the successful Proposer to provide one (1) certified utility locating
technician to assist Manatee County with meeting their obligations under the SSOCOF regulations.

The solicitation was advertised on the Manatee County website and DemandStar. It was also provided to the Manatee
County Chamber of Commerce and the Manasota Black Chamber of Commerce for release of its members. Responses
were received from the following firms:

1. Ayres Associates, Inc., Tampa, FL 2.McKim & Creed, Inc., Sarasota, FL

EVALUATION COMMITTEE MEMBERS:
Chris Daley, Procurement Manager, Procurement Division, Frank Conetta Utilities Records Division Manager
non-voting
David Schofield Project Manager, Utilities Department Nick Wagner Utilities Superintendent
Bob Couch, Utility Locates Superintendent non-voting
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INTENT TO NEGOTIATE (continued) Page 2

EVALUATION SUMMARY:

The Evaluation Committee first convened on December 21, 2018 and conducted technical evaluations of the responsible,
responsive, proposals received. During this meeting, the Evaluation Committee determined that both proposers would
be invited to provide oral presentations to obtain clarifications of their proposals. The Evaluation Committee convened
on January 7, 2019 to provide for the Oral Interview from each firm to demonstrate their full understanding of the
required services.

The Evaluation Committee convened on January 11, 2019 for the discussion and review of each of the proposals. The
discussions included a review of all the information provided in the proposal responses and oral presentations, and a
review of the strengths and weaknesses against all the evaluation criterion.

After deliberation and completion of the scoring form, the Evaluation Committee unanimously voted for continuing the
acquisition process and determining a recommendation to the County Administrator.

McKim & Creed, Inc., Sarasota, FL- The incumbent firm demonstrated strong knowledge and experience in the County’s
practices with handling utility 811 locates. Their presentation demonstrated an interactive approach with County staff
and they responded in detail to all follow up questions in a clear and concise manner. The firm demonstrated their
experience and qualifications of key staff members as it related to 811 locate calls as well as SUE locate services. The
firm also provided details of their key 811 locate staff and how they would be the same staff responding to the County’s
needs for the duration of any resulting Agreement. This coupled with the experience of the key personnel involved with
this service helped the Evaluation Committee determine that McKim & Creed, Inc. be recommended for award
consideration.

Ayres Associates, Inc., Tampa, FL- This firm’s proposal demonstrated strong qualifications and experience with SUE
locates, however their proposal was lacking 811 utility locate experience as compared to the top ranked firm. The firm’s
presentation was informative and provided the additional details requested, however the information was not provided
in a clear format as compared to the top ranked firm. The firm, while believed capable of providing the services required,
was ranked second due to the Evaluation Committee’s perception that the experience of the firm’s key staff and their
approach to 811 utility locate services, as outlined in the solicitation, was not as strong when compared to that of the
top ranked firm.

The Procurement Division and Utilities Department/ Utilities Records Division request authorization to enter into
negotiations with the following firm (s):
McKim & Creed, Inc., Sarasota, FL

ATTACHMENTS
(List in order of None
attached)
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